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FOR THE HIVE. 

S distant as heaven is from earth, so is 
the rue spirit of philosophy, from 
what is usually termed ye apaeey philosophy.— 
The first is a system of truths, founded in 
reason and commen sense ; evidently tend- 
ing to the harmony of nature, and the estab- 
lis! hment of peace and order amongst man- 
kind.—Whilst the latter, on the contrary, 
founded in ignorance and error, supported 
by ,obstinacy, subverts every sentiment of 
religion and morals, and is destructive of all 

peace and order in socicty- 

Thus. much premised, you will clearly 
perceive the design of the we ork ¢: illed the 
By it, the author intends to ex- 
pose the hellish rdw te of our modern phi- 
losophers. Not as you will perceive by re- 
searches of an abstruse and metaphisical na- 
ture, deduced from reasons a friari, or a fos. 
teriori, so often ineffectual amongst the rude 
and unenlightened ;—but in a manner and 
stile the most familiar and easy ; well calcu- 
lated to meet the capacity of every man, by 
making common sense, and common feel- 
ing, the touch-stone of their absurd, and in- 
fidel doctrines. 

Stupko, is but another name for Hume, 
Berkey, Gopwin, and Paine. Indeed he 
is characteristic not of any one, but of the 
whole of them—since not only like Paine 
and Godwin, he profanely renouncés both 
natural and revealed religion, and absurdly 
reduces all things to the equality of nature : 
— But still more degrading to human nature, 
like Hume and Berkley, blasphemously de- 
nies the existence‘of a supreme being, and 
a final retribution ; by corifou nding spirit 
and matter, ideas and reality. Such gross 
and fla; sitious attacks upon common sense 
need not the aid of reason to combat them, 
as they stand a fit monument of human er- 
ror. 

First principles must ever be the test of 
truth, ot! pas we might reason ad infinitum 
without ever attaining to itso that whate- 

er reason hs employed in proof of things, 
the human mind before it caff form a com- 
piete and accurate judgment, and conse- 
quently arrive at truth, must bring the 
whole to. the test of common-sense and feel- 
! 


Vagabond. 





ing ; and according to its aereement or dis- 
agreement therewith, admit it as true, or 
reject it as false —Hence truth is always im- 
mutable, ever the same, whether founded in 
reason or first principles. Every thing that 
does not admit of proof is not on that ac- 
count false. Nor is it necessary to truth, 
that every thing should be proved. Our 
senses, both external and internal, often sup- 


ply the place of reason. To deny this w ould 
be altogether to deny the existence of truth ; 
as no reasoning can be admitted as sound, 


but such as is conformable and reducible, to 
these the first principles of our nature. 

Thus explained, I would ask-can there be 
a more angi mus and daring outrage 
upon nature, than to deny the existence of 
matter ? Srictiars proves its existence. 
It is as plain as that twice two is four 
one cannot be believed, without believing the 
other. It is true, it cannot be proved by any 
deduction from reason, nor is it necessary 
that it should; for here common sense sup- 
plies the place of reason. And is it not an 
insult to the power & goodness~of that Gon, 
from whom we derived bot! 1, to acknowledge 
the Srvc of the one as true and rejec 
the other as false ? 

But do our modern philosophers stop 
here? No! they have not only ferruginous 
like denied the existence of matter ; but I 
blush to say it, have had the boldness and 
effrontery to assert the same of sfirit. An 
assertion no less false than blasphemous.— 
When men with the most unblushing eifron- 
tery thus profanely reason ; when they thus 
shamefully reject every dictate of nature, 
reason, and common sense, in proclaiming 
man’s annibilaton ; fruitless and vain must 
be every effort of human genius, to reclaim 


them from their accursed opinions. 
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reerconscrence lull 

Til 1 time and dea ‘hy f fre oclalie 

Lhen free re from doubt, conwicted must they 
rest, 

In Yell to burn, or else in Heav’n be bles’. 


to rest, in sleeft must lay, 


ginmortal day 3 


Thus has an attempt been made by Hume, 
Berkicy, and Painey to usher into the world 
a new fangled philosophy, no less degrading 
than fatal, to the present and futwre happi- 
ness of mankind. And thus also is an at- 
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1 tempt made by Godwin, to ruin, 





future, at least our present peace ; by t 
introduction of a doctrine { 
very spirit and nature of ¢ 
which although in its tendency is less fatal, 
is no less absurd. 

What, I would ask, can, be more self-evi- 
dent, than that nature and reason requir 
obedience and protection to parents {—-!¢ is 
a dictate of nature which unaided by reason, 
blazes forth in every breast ; and the 
who atte mpts to dd lisp ove it, pitifull 
himself inhuman 
a solitary instance of a being, destitute of 
that natural sforg@, implanted in every 
man heart. Or what can be more evident 
than that ma d should 


vernment j— 


by exposin 


wvias res when contract 
ever be held sac red and imviolable? Or that 
promises when made should be faithfully 
performed? Nay indeed, what duties can be 
more binding ? Are they not enjoined | 

every sentiment of religion? By every prin- 
ciple of reason and cOmmon sense ?. And is 
not the discharge of them therefore abso- 
lutely necessary to the well being of man ? 
No one in his senses Vi ill be so base as to 
answer in the neg And alter al] it is 
a melancholy truth, that beines (for I will 
not call them human beings,) have had the 
audacity to deny all this, have den unce 

marriages as restraints upon the natur 

freedom of man, promises aS UDjusl ; . 
thus by a theory diametrically i 


valive. 


the nature of all government, have reduced 


all things to the frecdom and equality of 
nature. 

Blessed equality !—Exalted freedom !— 
‘That equality which makes all men alike 
responsible to the laws, and secures to aff 
the equal benefit of them, is ablessing ; but 
the equality which our modern pinlosophers 
extol, is the greatest.curse th at can befal a 
people. It is an equality which confounds 
virtue and vice; talents and ignorance, merit 
and infamy .—It is am equality which licenses 
the poor to plunder with impunity the rich, 
that lets loose wpon the world tie wolves 
and tigers of human nature. That freedom 
which sec to all the impartial adminis- 
tration of justice, the secure possession of 
the fruits of i rdustry, and the enjoyment of 
Social aud domestic case, 18 a blessing thi 
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